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Drama, Adventure, and Family Struggles Abound as Three Generations Head West on the
Oregon TrailWhen Tabitha Brown's son makes the fateful decision to leave Missouri and strike
out for Oregon, she refuses to be left behind. Despite her son's concerns, Tabitha hires her own
wagon to join the party. Along with her reluctant daughter and her ever-hopeful granddaughter,
the intrepid Tabitha has her misgivings. But family ties are stronger than fear.The trials they face
along the way will severely test Tabitha's faith, courage, and ability to hope. With her family's
survival on the line, she must make the ultimate sacrifice, plunging deeper into the wilderness to
seek aid. What she couldn't know was how this frightening journey would impact how she
understood her own life--and the greater part she had to play in history.With her signature
attention to detail and epic style, New York Times bestselling author Jane Kirkpatrick invites
readers to travel the deadly and enticing Oregon Trail. Based on actual events, This Road We
Traveled will inspire the pioneer in all of us.

From the Back Cover"An unforgettable story of hardship, survival, and the bonds of
family, based on true events. Tabby's indomitable spirit proves that women, as well as men,
helped to tame the West."--Suzanne Woods Fisher, bestselling author of Anna's
CrossingTabitha Brown refuses to be left behind in Missouri when her son makes the decision to
strike out for Oregon--even if she has to hire her own wagon to join the party. After all, family ties
are stronger than fear.Along with her reluctant daughter and her ever-hopeful granddaughter, the
intrepid Tabitha has her misgivings. The trials they face along the way will severely test her faith,
courage, and ability to hope. With her family's survival on the line, she must make the ultimate
sacrifice, plunging deeper into the wilderness to seek aid. What she couldn't know was how this
frightening journey would impact how she understood her own life--and the greater part she had
to play in history.With her signature attention to detail and epic style, New York Times bestselling
author Jane Kirkpatrick invites you to travel the deadly and enticing Oregon Trail. Based on
actual events, This Road We Traveled inspires the pioneer in all of us.Jane Kirkpatrickis the New
York Times and CBA bestselling author of nearly thirty books, including A Light in the
Wilderness, The Memory Weaver,and A Sweetness to the Soul, which won the prestigious
Wrangler Award from the Western Heritage Center. She is also the winner of the WILLA Literary
Award and Carol Award for Historical Fiction. Jane lives in Central Oregon with her husband,
Jerry. Learn more at www.jkbooks.com.About the AuthorJane Kirkpatrick is the New York Times
and CBA bestselling and award-winning author of forty books, including Something Worth
Doing, One More River to Cross, Everything She Didn't Say, All Together in One Place, A Light in
the Wilderness, The Memory Weaver, This Road We Traveled, and A Sweetness to the Soul,
which won the prestigious Wrangler Award from the Western Heritage Center. Her works have



won the WILLA Literary Award, the Carol Award for Historical Fiction, and the 2016 Will Rogers
Gold Medallion Award. And been short-listed for the Christy, Spur, and Oregon Book Awards.
Jane divides her time between Central Oregon and California with her husband, Jerry, and
Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, Caesar. Learn more at www.jkbooks.com.
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L. Higgins, “Mother of Oregon. The wilds of the western United States were conquered by the
strengths, sacrifices, and sometimes deaths of women as well as men who left the security of
their homes for adventure and, for some, a better life. Women often made the dangerous journey
solely because their husbands made that decision for them. Women of that day had no vote and
no right to apply for the free land being apportioned in Oregon. Oftentimes heart wrenching
decisions were made for them, leaving them to trust in God for the consequences.Jane
Kirkpatrick researched the history of Tabitha Brown carefully and then brought her story to life in
a fictional account of her actual travels from Missouri to Oregon in 1846. Never wanting to be
dependent on her grown children, or perhaps because her independent nature carved from
early widowhood drew wedges between her and her sons, Tabitha (Tabby) took responsibility for
her decision to accompany part of her family on a harrowing journey and also care for her elderly
brother-in-law on this long and dangerous trip.This Road We Traveled gives insight into the
physical, emotional, and spiritual struggles the various characters endure as seen through the
eyes of Tabby, her daughter Pherne, and Pherne’s daughter Virgilia. These three generations of
women are united in their love for God, family, and each other. Each struggles with different
challenges and their characters are formed in the forge of the many tests they endure.Kirkpatrick
is a skilled storyteller cycling through the main characters’ points of view revealing the events
occurring in each life without getting bogged down in any one character’s difficulties. None of the
issues are simple, varying from choosing the correct fork in the road to discovering God’s will for
the future. One woman dealt with reining in her tongue so that her words matched the kindness
in her heart. Another struggled with the importance of possessions, and the third had difficulties
with friendships.The pacing of the plot is good and the characters are well developed. Although
there are many Christian themes emphasizing moral choices, the book is not about a cookie
cutter religion; the characters have various attitudes about their relationship with God and how
they should live out their faith. The author describes the desert landscape, the treacherous
mountain passes, and the homes, both humble and more luxurious with equal skill. Slavery, an
issue that is being stiltedly worked out during that time period, crops up several times. The
various Indian tribes are not stereotyped. Some are quite generous to the travelers who are in
the throes of desperation and others are violent and aggressive. Politics also play a role as the
U.S. is afraid the British will cut off routes in the west.This Road We Traveled brings to life an
important part of history. Tabitha was a real person who actually made this journey at the age of
66. She had hardships on the journey and went on to help many in the state of Oregon which
publicly acknowledges her contributions with the title “Mother of Oregon.” I learned a lot about
her life, travels in the 1840’s to the west, and the difficulties of settling into a new community.
Tabby’s story is an inspiration, and I am grateful to Kirkpatrick for sharing it.”

Holly, “Good bones but jumpy story line. Overall this was an okay book. I would give it a 3.5 if



possible. It definitely deserves more than 3 stars. To me this is a book that needed to be a series.
There were a lot of great characters that had interesting stories. It would of been nice if their
stories had been more complete vs jumping all over.”

A. K. S., “A treat for history buffs. Tabitha Brown traveled to Oregon in the early days of the
Oregon trail. Already in her sixties, she enlisted the help of her elderly brother-in-law, and the
two of them made the journey on their own. They were among the first to take the Applegate
cutoff, a decision that could have proved fatal. The first portion of the book recounts their travels
to the Territory, and I found this the most interesting. I live very near the place where the
Applegate cutoff reached Oregon, so those details were particularly fascinating. I won't spoil the
story by adding more.The portion of the book that concerned Tabitha's settling in Oregon
Territory, and her subsequent life, were dealt with in less depth, but nevertheless informative.
This Road We Traveled is billed as fiction, but many of the details are factual portions of Oregon
history.A good story about an inspirational woman.”

Anonymous, “There are many stories about the Oregon Trail, but .... There are many stories
about the Oregon Trail, but I hadn't read one with the characters veering off on the Applegate
trail and the difficulties that ensued. The experience is told by several different family members,
but the main character is a tough, determined mother who vows not to be left behind by her
children. The author continued with the difficulties once the family arrives in the Oregon
Territory.”

pamf, “This Road We Traveled. This was a especially moving book about a journey this family
takes from Missouri to Oregon. They began actually in New England and came south after their
farther passed. Ups and downs are plentiful but God is faithful. This is my first JK book but it
won't be the last. Have got one friend to get herself a copy for Spring break and and is
interested. Much of this story is filled with the truth of the times and how we have to get up and
keep going until He calls us home.. loved this book!”

kris jennings, “I moved to Oregon 4 years ago and was delighted to discover this book which
beautifully fills in the .... I moved to Oregon 4 years ago and was delighted to discover this book
which beautifully fills in the spaces of this remarkable woman Tabatha Brown as her family
traveled to Oregon on the then little chartered Oregon Trail/Applegate portion. I am inspired to
go visit Forest Grove and see the history of Pacific University and Salem where her daughter
Pherne and her husband Virgil settled and made an imprint there in history.”

Robin's thoughts..., “beautiful story.. beautiful story.. it moves along a a "gentle" pace, but for me
did not get boring at all. It wasn't edge of your chair stuff, but was engaging and really spoke to
the struggles & triumphs of various individuals as they make such a huge move. More than that,
it explores the dynamics of family relationships, expectations, disappointments and overcoming



the things that can divide.I love Jane Kirkpatrick's writing. Well researched, based on history
and I always gain personal insights as I enter her character's lives.”

TerryN, “Jane Kirkpatrick is an excellent writer and researcher and brings history alive. I
happened to be traveling in the area that is the subject of this book while I was reading the book.
The names of the people were memorialized in museums, appeared on roadside makers,
appeared on maps. Between the book and the actual names and places, I was immersed in the
story. Jane Kirkpatrick is an excellent writer and researcher and brings history alive.”

The book by Jane Kirkpatrick has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 357 people have provided feedback.
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